Vermamoeba vermiformis in hospital network: a benefit for Aeromonas hydrophila.
Aeromonas hydrophila, considered as an emerging pathogen, is increasingly involved in opportunistic human infections. This bacterium, mainly present in aquatic environments, can therefore develop relationships with the free-living amoeba Vermamoeba vermiformis in hospital water networks. We showed in this study that the joint presence of V. vermiformis and A. hydrophila led to an increased bacterial growth in the first 48 h of contact and moreover to the protection of the bacteria in adverse conditions even after 28 days. These results highlight the fact that strategies should be implemented to control the development of FLA in hospital water systems.